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generally called a certificat de coutume, is issued when the mar-
riage is to be solemnized in France, Belgium, Switzerland or
Argentina. In the case of France, for instance, it states that
a British subject of the age of twenty-one years may marry
without parental or any other consent, and that publication of
banns is not required for the marriage of a British subject out-
side British territory.
At the beginning of the present century it was felt that the Marriage
time had come to put the grant of certificates of no impediment J^ieners
upon a statutory basis, and an attempt to settle this, as well Act, 1906
as other cognate matters, was made by the Marriage with
Foreigners Act, I9o6.z This Act is curiously limited in scope,
since it is confined to the case of a marriage between a British
subject and a foreigner, and does not extend to the equally
common case of a marriage abroad between two British sub-
jects. It provides that a British subject who desires to be
married in a foreign country to a foreigner according to the
law of that country may give notice of the intended marriage,
if resident in the United Kingdom to the Registrar, and if
resident abroad to the marriage officer. Application may then be
made for a certificate of no impediment that will comply with
the requirements of the lex loci. It also provides that the forms
and regulations appropriate for this purpose shall be settled
by Order in Council, In fact, however, the Act has proved
completely sterile, for no Order in Council has been made.
This failure is due, partly to certain defects in the statutory
provisions themselves, and partly to the somewhat rigid manner
in which these provisions have been interpreted by the authori-
ties concerned with the drafting of the Order in Council.
Matters having thus reached a deadlock, the Lord Chancellor
set up a committee in 1938 to consider this and certain other
questions connected with foreign marriages. The committee
was instructed inter alia to consider:
The form and procedure for the granting of consular certificates of
no impediment by British Consuls for the marriage of British subjects
or British protected persons by the local law of foreign countries, when
such certificates are required by that law, with particular reference to
the Marriage with Foreigners Act, 1906.
Unfortunately, however, the deliberations of the committee
were brought to an abrupt termination at an early stage by the
outbreak of war in 1939.
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